Woodbury Leadership Academy PTO Newsletter


Fall 2026


PTO ROLES & OPPORTUNITIES 26-27
WLA’s PTO relies on volunteers to lead events and programs for our school. If you can help out in any way, we’d love to have you as part of the team that “makes the magic happen”! Every little bit of time you can give helps! We will give you the tools to make it easy and fun, so join us to make an impact on our school this year by volunteering!
PTO President – Ana Lewis

I have a 4th and 6th grader at WLA. I am a licensed marriage and family therapist and work as a clinical director at a non-profit agency in Minneapolis. I joined the PTO to stay connected with my children's school, meet other families, and have a voice in supporting our teachers and students. It’s a great way to build community, stay informed, and make a positive difference in our school! I have also made some great friends in the process!

Lower School VP – Deirdre DiMenna

I have a 4th and 7th grader attending WLA. Originally from Ireland, I moved to Woodbury in 2023 from Dallas, via New York. I joined the PTO because I want to help ensure that the school has the resources it needs, as well as the opportunities to create lasting memories for our kids.

Upper School VP - Dee Larios

Hello, I’m Dee. I have 3 kids who attend WLA and who are currently in 11th, 10th and 2nd Grade. We have been at WLA since Kindergarten for all my kids and we love it! I have been part of the PTO for the past 9-10 years and enjoy getting to meet new families and getting to be part of the fun events that take place!

Treasurer – Ana, Deirdre & Dee
Together, we manage the PTO’s finances, keep accurate records, and ensure that our funds are used wisely to support our school activities and events.

Recording Secretary – Sarah Heddy

Hi I’m Sarah! I have two kids at WLA - 6th Grade and 3rd Grade. I love being a part of the PTO because it gets me involved in the school and makes me feel like I’m doing something important to support the kids and faculty!

Communications Secretary – Cassandra King

Hi, I’m Cassi! A proud mom of four beautiful daughters—three have graduated, & our youngest is currently in 9th grade at WLA, now in her third year. After 13 years invested in our previous school, joining the PTO felt like the perfect opportunity to get connected & involved in our new community! I am excited to build relationships & contribute to cultivating a positive, supportive culture at WLA

WLA COMMITTEES

WLA’s committees are where all the fun happens! Whatever your passion or skill - there is something for everyone.

Book Fair Committee – Caryle Sherrill

I have 2 kids at WLA, in 2nd and 5th grades. I have attended as many PTO meetings and events as I can because I want to be an active participant in my children's lives! It's important to me to create as many memories with them as possible, build community, and show my kids the importance of volunteering and showing appreciation to others.

Teacher Appreciation Committee Chair: Jennie Ethan
Hi, I’m Jennie! I am a PACU Nurse at St. Paul’s Children’s Hospital. I have a daughter in 3rd grade and a son in 1st grade. This will be our third year at WLA and my second year being involved with the PTO. I enjoy helping the PTO with “Staff Appreciation”. Each month we do something special for the teachers and staff to show them how much they are appreciated! I love helping out and being connected with this wonderful school community.  
Events committee Chair - Vacant

Love bringing people together? As Events Committee Chair, you’ll help plan and organize fun, family-friendly activities that build school spirit and community. It’s a creative and rewarding role where you get to shape memorable experiences for students and families—all with the support of a great team. 
Fundraising Committee Chair: Vacant 

Are you enthusiastic about bringing our school community together and helping provide the best opportunities for our kids? As Fundraising Committee Chair, you’ll lead a small team to plan and organize fun, creative events and campaigns that support school programs. It’s a chance to share ideas, rally parent support, and make a big impact—all while working with a friendly, collaborative group.
HAPPY FALL Y’ALL!


       Dates to Remember - Fall 2026


Sept. 24 – Bingo Night


Oct. 2 – No School!


Oct. 8 – Upper School Conferences 


Oct. 13 -14 – Parent Teacher Conferences, Staff Dinner, Fall Book Fair & Uniform Swap


Oct 14 – 16 – MEA


Oct. 29 – Trunk or Treat


Nov. 12 – International Night





             


Oct. 30 – Trunk or Treat                            


Oct. 31 – No School!


 














2025-2026 PTO Accomplishments 


Here are a few of our contributions from the past year and some ideas we have for this year!





Assisted with 4th – 6th Grade Dance, hiring DJ and providing pizza and lemonade.


Hosted Book Fair


Donated a new book to each child at Kindergarten Roundup


Held restaurant nights throughout the year


Organized Trunk or Treat


Supplied monthly treats to teachers


Donated $5000 to the Athletic Department


Organized Teacher Appreciation Week


Hosted Middle/High School Dance


Assisted with High School Dinner Cruise 


Organized Spring Carnival





Plans for 2026-2027 Year 


Upper and Lower School Dances


Restaurant Nights


Installation of a Little Free Library


Trunk or Treat Event


Book Fair


Bingo Nights


International Night


Pancake Breakfast


Spring Carnival and more! 





Trunk or Treat


Trunk or Treat will be held at WLA on Oct. 29 this year. Keep an eye on ParentSquare to find out how to sign up if you would like to decorate your trunk and hand out treats! We are also accepting donations of candy for teachers to hand out at their trunks. 





Parent Teacher Conferences and Pot Luck 


We will be providing dinner to our teachers for their conferences on the evening of Oct. 13. Sign up details will be out soon! 





 Get Active in the PTO! 


🎉 WLA Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) Meeting 🎉


All parents of WLA students are automatically PTO members—no dues required!


We’d love for you to join us at our next meeting!


📅 Tuesday, October 6th & November 10th�🕠 5:30 p.m. at the Upper School


Let’s show our children just how important their education and school community are—by getting involved together. 💙














